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For project five, we explored and made many different products and learned about mobile
learning. Before making our projects, we learned that mobile learning is when you use “portable
computing devices (such as iPads, laptops, tablet PCs, PDAs, and smart phones) with wireless
networks [that] enables mobility and mobile learning, allowing teaching and learning to extend
to spaces beyond the traditional classroom. Within the classroom, mobile learning gives
instructors and learners increased flexibility and new opportunities for interaction” (Educause,
n.d.). Once we knew what mobile learning was, we had to find and experiment with apps,
posting our findings to Edmodo once a week. Then, at the end of the week, a group member
would summarize the apps the group found. This allowed every group member to be on the same
page and learn about the apps our group members found. Second, chose an app we all liked, and
made a PowerPoint showing the class how to use the app. We also came up with activities using
the app to show our classmates how to use the application in their classrooms. Lastly, we made a
brochure displaying our top three apps. We were able to give a little background on each app so
other classmates and even parents could have a better understanding of these apps in hopes they
can help children use these app to further their learning. This project allowed us the opportunity
to explore apps we would have never explored otherwise. My group members shared apps | did
not even come across while searching for apps. | was able to learn from my peers and this project

allowed us to learn from each other. This project focuses on teacher candidates and their ability



to explore apps and use them in meaningful ways. Meaningful integration of apps into the
classroom allow students to excel in an array of subjects and give children the necessary 21st
century skills needed for the competitive workforce.

This project allowed us to display our knowledge of the ACEI standards, specifically
standards 3.5, which is “Communication to foster collaboration — Candidates use their
knowledge and understanding of effective verbal, nonverbal, and media communication
techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the elementary
classroom” (ACEI 2007, p.2). Over the course of this project, we were able to collaborate in
person using verbal communication and various means of media communication techniques such
as Edmodo, Google Docs, text messages and email. We were able to collaborate and be
supportive of each other through these different means of communication, displaying our ability
to successfully collaborate within an elementary school classroom, to benefit our students and
excel their learning.

Along with the ACEI standards, it is important to refer to Epstein’s The Intentional
Teacher because of its ability to bring many different subjects and core content together in a
meaningful way, including the importance of different types of communication. The following
quote is referencing science strategies, but applies across the board: “Nonverbal representations
are especially valuable for children who are dual language learners because they allow the
children to show which scientific inquiries are of interest to them; such representations also
provide adults with the opportunity to introduce science vocabulary (in the home language and
English) as they describe and discuss what the children have chosen to draw, build, or act out”
(Epstein, 2014, p.170). It is so important for us as teacher candidates to understand the

importance of different types of communications and be able to understand and teach them, to



benefit learners such as ELL students. The ACEI standards and Epstein’s The Intentional
Teacher both agree that nonverbal and other forms of communication are vital to each

individual’s learning experience.
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