Childhood/Early Childhood Department

Early Childhood Lesson Plan
Date of Lesson _3/14/16_   Time _10:00am_ Length of lesson___30min______  

Grade level(s)_2nd_Age range_7-8 yrs_ Number of children_21 Males__10_Females_11__
Prior Knowledge 
-Students are accustomed to listening to the teacher read-aloud. Students know how to gather around the teacher and quietly listen to her read. 
-One student’s dog just died. She used her stuffed monkey during the day to give her comfort. 
-Two other students have brought stuffed animals to school and left them in backpacks or bought them to share. 
-One student wears a hearing aid, teachers use a necklace microphone during instruction to aid her hearing.

-Two students have sensory sensitivities, they have easy access to headphones for them at their desks, if classroom becomes too noisy. 

-One student has autism and had a one on one aid. This student really enjoys literature components of instruction and needs instructions clearly explained. 

-One student drives to school from Ithaca, and gets very sleepy after lunch. 

Prerequisite Skills
-listening skills, for a 1st grade level text.

-Writing skills, at grade level. 
Rationale 
I will be reading “Knuffle Bunny” aloud to students, “reading aloud to students helps them develop and improve literacy skills such as reading, writing, speaking and listening (Hollie, 2014, p. 88). Hollie (2014) states that listening to expert readers furthers students understanding of vocabulary, language patterns, improves fluency and helps English language learners. 

Title of Lesson _________Knuffle Bunny: Opinion Piece______________________     

Theme or Unit__________Writing Skills____________________________________ 

1. Content Information
My goal of this lesson is to expose students to expert readers, engage the students in the topic and develop their writing skills. I have observed that some students are emotional connected to their stuffed animals, and using that connections, help them write an opinion piece. 

2. Vocabulary 
Laundromat- a place that has machines for washing and drying clothes, towels, sheets, etc.
Cautionary-telling you what might happen if you are not careful. 
3. Curriculum Area(s) or Learning Domain(s)___Writing Skills________________

4. Learning Objectives/Outcomes/Targets and Standards
Standard:
CCLS: WS.2.1

Standard 1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Objective: Students will be able to express their opinion on the topic using topic sentence, 2 supporting reasons, 1-2 linking words (also, because) and a concluding statement. 
Essential Question: What makes a good opinion? 
5. Assessment 


Formal Assessment: Worksheets will be used as the form of assessment. While looking over the worksheets I will use a class list and check off targeted areas.

	Name
	Express an opinion
	Intro topic or cite book
	Supply support 1
	Supply Support 2
	Use linking words
	Use Conclusion

	Ex.. Ryan
	It is fun to show my friends my toys
	Knuffle bunny is like my stuffed animal
	My friends will like stuffed animals
	Also, I like sharing my special toys at school.
	Because, also
	yes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6. Differentiation

	Child (Initials)
	IEP/504 Plans: Classification/Needs

And Other Learning Needs
	Supports, Accommodations, Modifications, Pertinent IEP Goals 
	Responsible Teaching Staff

	B.B
	Hearing needs
	Hearing aid, Microphone necklace for teacher during story and discussion
	

	M.M
	Autism
	One to one aid assistance, extra time and headphones.
	

	R.R
	Sensory 
	Headphones
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


7. Materials 
Book: “Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale” by Mo Willems
Worksheet
Pencils
Crayons
Smart Board
8. Plan for Guidance and Classroom Management
Equity Sticks or Pick-A-Stick, after I pose a question there are times when I will use the equity sticks and the chosen student will have an opportunity to answer the question. Hollie (2012) uses these “protocols for increasing student engagement” (p. 152). This strategy helps teachers “maintain whole group engagement during direct instruction (Hollie, 2014, p.152). 
In my description of the worksheet, I will use a variation of the game ‘When I say.’ My teacher language is ‘when I snap my fingers, tell me what we call the ending sentence.’ Hollie (2012) calls this “effective attention signals” (p. 164). 

9. Lesson Implementation (In each section, include where the lesson takes place and how transitions are made)
a. Introduction/Anticipatory Set (Links to prior knowledge, gets children interested, clarifies purpose, approximate time) 10 mins
Show students the book we will be reading “Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale” By: Mo Williams (2007)
Ask the students questions:

-Please raise your hand if you have read a Mo Willems book before. Raise our hand if you have heard of the Elephant and Piggy Books? 
-Using the equity sticks, Ask: What do we think this book is about? 

-What do you think “A Cautionary Tale” means? 

-Do you have a stuffed animal? Do you take your stuffed animal places?
-Do you notice something different about the illustration on the cover of the book? 

While I read the book I want you to think about Trixie. She is a baby. Can babies talk? Think about what Trixie would tell her daddy if she could talk. Also, what would her opinion be. 

Read Knuffle Bunny. Stopping along the way to ask questions. 
On the Copyright Page:

      -What do you see in these squares?

-What are these squares?

-Who are these people? 

-What do you think is happening? (in each picture frame)

On page 10 of the book, you see Trixie and her father walking out of the Laundromat, leaving the knuffle bunny in the washer. 

-What do you see in this picture? Where is the bunny?

-What do you think Trixie and her dad are feeling/ thinking about? 

-Have you ever been to a Laundromat?

-Have you ever had to wash your favorite stuffed animal?
The end of the book, ask..
- Why do you think Trixie got upset when she could find Knuffle?
-Can you tell me some reasons why her stuffed animal is important to her?
b. Teaching, Learning and Assessment Procedures (approximate times) 35 mins
· Guided Practice (on smart board with whole class)
· Practice stating your opinion
· Sample teacher language: What is an opinion? Can someone give me their opinion? Get a student example or use.. I like ice cream A good sentence starter for you opinion could be… write in front of the sentence, In my opinion or My favorite ice cream is… That gives the reader more details. 
· Practice linking words
· Students can use this chart as a reference…
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· Explaining the worksheet
· Convince your reader of your opinion
· Arrows are to help you with key details
· Star is for your wrap up statement
· Use linking words: Also, Because
· Illustration at the bottom
· Give me reasons for your opinion and use the book to help you
· Sample of Teacher language: “Today, we are going to write about bringing our stuffed animals to school for a stuffed animal party. You are trying to convince the reader (your teachers) to have a stuffed animal party. Remember when we talked about why Knuffle was important to Trixie and how she liked talking the bunny places? SO when you write your story that starts with… I think we should have a stuffed animal party because… you need to convince the reader that your idea is a good one. This is your opinion. The arrows here are your sentences that are going to give the reader really good details about why you should bring them. 
· Teacher example on the smart board

· Write a teacher example of worksheet.

· Leave worksheet on board during work time as a reference

· Sample of Teacher Language: I would write… I think we should have a stuffed animal party because… we do everything together. At the arrow… Also, my stuffed animal is like Knuffle bunny and helps me and my dad run errands. You tell me why it would be important to you to have a stuffed animal party. The words “Also” and “Because” help the reader understand your point of view. It LINKS your ideas together. The last star/flower is your ending sentence… when I snap my fingers, tell me what we call the ending sentence. Your conclusion sentence is the same as your starting sentence… I think we should have a stuffed animal party because… If you get done early or are finished with your writing you can illustrate your story, here in the bottom picture frame”

-Worksheet attached

Assessment: Worksheets will be used as the form of assessment. While looking over the worksheets I will use a class list and check off targeted areas after the lesson is competed.
	Name
	Express an opinion
	Intro topic or cite book
	Supply support 1
	Supply Support 2
	Use linking words
	Use Conclusion

	Ex.. Ryan
	It is fun to show my friends my toys
	Knuffle bunny is like my stuffed dog
	My friends will like stuffed animals
	Also, I like sharing my special toys at school.
	Because, also
	yes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


c. Closure (Summary of the lesson, checking for understanding, connection to future learning, how children will provide feedback and share what they have learned, approximate time ) 5 mins
Discussion: Turn and talk to the person next to you, tell them what you wrote about. Pull equity sticks and ask that group to share what they talked about. Help students connect their comments back to the text. 
10. “If Time” and Extensions 

-Spend more time sharing their writing and illustrations.

-Make a Connection Chart about Knuffle Bunny on the board that all the children can see. The Connection Chart should have three columns: Text-to-Self, Text-to- World and Text-to-Text.
-Read Mo Willems other texts like “The Pigeon Needs a Bath” and “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus”. 

11. References
Hollie, S (2014). Culturally and Liguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning: Classroom Practices For Student Success. Shell Education. Huntington Beach, CA. 
I think we should have a stuffed animal party because _________________________________________________________
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Illustrate your story.
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